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Our Gospel reading today is the second part of Luke’s account of Jesus reading the 
scriptures and teaching in his home-town synagogue at Nazareth (Luke 4:20-30). 
Jesus made quite an impact – the synagogue congregation went from rapt attention 
and amazement at the ‘gracious words that came from his lips’ to driving him out of 
the synagogue and trying to lynch him! Which raises the question, why? What did 
Jesus say that was so offensive, why did they react so strongly? 

One way of understanding this event is that whilst the Jewish congregation in the 
synagogue were religious, their minds and hearts were not open to God. They knew 
what God was like and what he wanted, and they could not tolerate hearing 
anything different. 

This dilemma exists for Christians in every generation. For example, in the book of 
Acts we see the early Church struggling with regard with issues such as the inclusion 
of gentiles in the Church, circumcision, and Jewish food laws. In our own day the 
Church has to struggle with its position on issues such as sexuality, inequality within 
and between nations, and the role of women in the Church. How do we reach 
agreement?  

One answer is to say that we must turn back to our foundations, to scripture and to 
tradition. This, however, is not sufficient as an answer. We must also be open to 
God’s Spirit leading us to understand the scriptures and our traditions in different 
ways, or even new ways. But as we listen, we need to be sure that it is the Holy 
Spirit who is leading us, and that we are not simply conforming to the society we 
live in. We also need to make every effort to understand what scripture and 
tradition are really telling us, and not simply hearing what we would like them to be 
saying. All of which can be quite a challenge! 

Jim Crawley 

4th Sunday After Epiphany 
3rd February 2019 

 

Welcome to St Nicolas Anglican Church. 
It’s great to have you with us. 



Welcome 
The Liturgy  
The Liturgy is on the screen at 9.30am and in booklets for 7.30am.  It is taken from A Prayer 
Book for Australia.  

The Scriptures 
This Sunday:  Jeremiah 1:4—10   1 Corinthians 13:1—13   Luke 4:21—30 
Next Sunday:  Isaiah 6:1—13   1 Corinthians 15:1—11   Luke 5:1—11 

Holy Communion  This is the Lord’s Table and all are welcome. Please receive the bread 

in the palm of your hands and drink from the common cup. There are some who prefer to 
intinct, that is dip their bread in the wine in the small cup.  Hold the bread in your hand and 
wait for the intinction cup which follows the common cup. 

Crèche Room The room at the back of the church with two large windows is a fairly 

soundproof room for parents with babies or small children.  Please use this room for babies 
and littlies who need to be vocal!  You will hear and see the service from this space and 
there are toys for children there.  

Prayers for Zimbabwe 
St Anselm’s Anglican Church will be having special prayers for the country of 
Zimbabwe and for the current situation in that country.  The prayers will form part 
of St Anselm’s normal Thursday Eucharist Service.  St Anselm’s would welcome 
anyone from St Nicolas’, who has a connection with Zimbabwe or who is concerned 
for the country to join us.  Morning Tea will be provided following the service, which 
starts at 9am Thursday 7th February.   
St Anselm’s Anglican Parish 19 Forrest Hill Dve, Kingsley.  Please contact Steve on 
0438801965 or admin@kingsley.perth.anglican.org. if you plan to attend. 

Wednesday Eucharist 
A reminder that the Wednesday morning Eucharist will resume this Wednesday, 
February 6th. The service is at 9.15am each Wednesday, and all are welcome. 

Friendship Group 
Friendship Group Members will be meeting on Monday the 11th February in the 
Parish Hall at 7.30pm for the first Meeting for 2019. The Guest Speaker is Judith 
James who will share with us her holidaying experience in Queensland. Please 
phone Sandra on 0408106604 if you have any queries. 

Don’t Recycle, Reuse! 

If you have old newspapers, instead of putting them in the recycling bin, bring them 
to the church and put them under the stairs in the hall for Karen and Veronica to 
take the following Tuesday for gardening purposes.  All donations gratefully 
received. 



We need your stamps! 

Mothers Union are collecting used stamps.  Used stamps provide a useful way of raising 

funds for ABM.  Maaka Turner is our ABM rep and she sends the stamps off to ABM  where 

they are sold to stamp collectors and the like.  The money raised, combined with that from 

other parishes, supports the work of ABM.  You can place stamps in the collection box which 

is located near the mail rack near the kitchen 

Rosters 

I am starting to work on the next roster period—March—May 2019.  Would every-
one currently on rosters please send me their availability for that period.  If you 
don’t have email, please fill in the form at the back of the church, and place the 
completed form in the box provided. 

I have also placed some lists at the back of the church for people to add their names 
to one of the roster groups.  Please think about what you can do for your church.  
The more people we have volunteering, the fewer times you will be rostered on. 

A living, vibrant church is a community that works together and supports each other 
as we travel life’s journey with each other and with God. 

Steve 

Balga Senior High School Breakfast Program 
Our parishioners have provided ongoing support to the students of Balga Senior 
High School for about ten years, in the form of classroom volunteers, mentors, 
driving supervisors, Christmas hampers, financial, food and soccer boot donations 
as well as staffing the breakfast club. 

The school lies in a low socio-economic area where students often have English as 
their second language.  A large number of students are indigenous.  Due to the 
many complex circumstances affecting student’s lives, many students come to 
school having had little or no healthy food since the day before.  The breakfast 
program ensures students have at least one decent meal, enabling them to have 
better outcomes from their education. 

You can help by volunteering and by donating food including fresh fruit, creamed 
cheese, Milo, red jam, Nutella or eggs, and by donating soccer/football boots and 
shin guards.  Please see Lyn Perkins for more details.  It is probably good to let Lyn 
know you have left perishable goods so they can be collected in a timely manner.   

Your assistance is greatly appreciated and will help struggling students to a better 
future.  



St Nicolas’ Vision 

At St Nicolas we express God’s love in action.   In our Christ centred, inclusive and 

welcoming community we grow in relationship with God and each other.  Our 

worship, fellowship, prayer, study, care and outreach  achieves measurable 

outcomes. 

As we journey through the process of finding a new priest for St 

Nicholas’ please join together in the following prayer:  

Bountiful God,  
give to this parish a faithful pastor  
 who will faithfully speak your word  
 and minister your sacraments;  
 an encourager who will equip your people  
  for ministry  
  and enable us to fulfil our calling.  
Give to those who will choose,  
 wisdom, discernment and patience,  
 and give to us warm and generous hearts,  
for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.  

From A Prayer Book  for Australia, Page 212 
Copyright © Broughton Publishing 1995 

Reproduced by Permission 

Contact  

Parish Priest—Rev. Jim Crawley 

Mobile: 0407 381 025 
Email:   jim@jimcrawley.com.au  

Parish Deacon—Rev. Rod Brandreth  
Ph:   9401 6317  
Mobile:  0421 558 297  

Wardens  
Marian Green 0403 026 717  
Margaret Cristiano 0448 738 609  

Parish Office  
Administrator: Steve Mellor  
Hours: Tuesday  2pm-4:30pm  
 Friday  10am-2:30pm  
Email: office@stnicolasanglican.org  
Phone: 9448 1421 

Celebrating the Eucharist  

Sunday  

7:30AM Quiet, early morning Eucharist 

with no hymns.  

9:30AM Music, a crèche and Sunday 

School. Eucharist with children’s address 

and hymns. Join us for morning tea 

afterwards in the hall.  

Wednesday  

9:15AM Young and old gather midweek. 

Join us for morning tea afterwards in the 

hall. 

mailto:jim@jimcrawley.com.au

