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EUCHARIST FOR ABORIGINAL SUNDAY: 23012022 

 

Processional Hymn  

 

PRIEST:  The Lord be with you 

  And also with you. 

Please be seated.  

 

For over 65,000 years, over 300 nations of Aboriginal peoples with over 600 dialects of language have 

been custodians and stewards of these lands and waters. 

On January 26 1788, Captain Arthur Phillip raised the flag of Great Britain at Sydney Cove, claiming the 

East Coast of Australia. 

From this time onward, the Frontier Wars raged, although Australia as a nation has done little to 

acknowledge these armed conflicts. Many Aboriginal peoples were slaughtered, while others were 

forcibly removed from their lands. Language, culture and kinship ties were destroyed and many children 

were removed from their families. 

On January 26 1888, Henry Parkes (then Premier of New South Wales) was asked what - if anything - 

was being planned for Aboriginal people to mark what was then known as Anniversary Day on January 

26. Parkes answered '…and remind them that we have robbed them?' 

On January 26 1938, Aboriginal leaders met for a Day of Mourning seeking full citizenship status and 

equality and in 1940, William Cooper established ‘Aborigines Sunday’ and called on the churches to set 

aside the Sunday before January 26.  Common Grace has reinstated this call and hundreds of churches 

have responded by acknowledging this day. 

Today we recognise that all Aboriginal nations are sovereign and united in their continuous fight for 

human rights and justice.  

Over the coming days, in our prayer, conversations and celebrations, may we be mindful of all that 

January 26 represents, giving thanks for the long history of Aboriginal peoples in this place, 

acknowledging the suffering that is both past and ongoing, and committing to a hopeful future. 

Please stand 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

We acknowledge that we work, live and pray on the lands of the Mooro Boodjar people  

of the Noongar nation: 

we honour their Elders, past, present and emerging. 

We give thanks for the preservation of language, culture and story: 

we commit to a future of equality and respect,  

for all who live in these lands now called Australia. 

 

LA: Let us pray in the words of Yaegl Elder, The Reverend Lenore Parker: (p218 A Prayer Book for 

Australia) 

 

God of holy dreaming, Great Creator Spirit, 

From the dawn of creation you have given your children 

the good things of Mother Earth. 

You spoke and the gum tree grew 

In vast deserts and dense forest, 

and in cities at the water’s edge, 

creation sings your praise. 
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Your presence endures 

as the rock at the heart of our Land. 

When Jesus hung on the tree 

you heard the cries of your people 

and became one with your wounded ones: 

the convicts, the hunted, and the dispossessed. 

The sunrise of your Son coloured the earth anew 

and bathed it in glorious hope. 

In Jesus we have been reconciled to you, 

to each other and to your whole creation. 

Lead us on, Great Spirit! 

As we gather from the four corners of the earth, 

enable us to walk together in trust, 

from the hurt and shame of the past 

into the full day which has dawned in Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

PRIEST: Collect Prayer of the Day:  

Third Sunday After Epiphany 

Life-giving God, 

who sent your Son Jesus to proclaim your kingdom 

and to teach with authority: 

anoint us with your Spirit, 

that we too may bring good news to the poor, 

bind up the broken-hearted, 

and proclaim liberty to the captive; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

THE MINISTRY OF THE WORD 

 

The first reading: Nehemiah 8. 1-3, 5-6, 8-10 

Hear the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God 

(no psalm today) 

 

The second reading: 1 Corinthians 12.12-31 

 Gradual Hymn  

 

The gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke (4.14-21) 

  +Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

 For the gospel of the Lord: 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

 

 The Sermon 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

LA: Let us pray for world and for the Church, in the words of Wakka Wakka Elder,  

The Reverend Bruce Boase: 

 

We give you thanks for those who have walked this land since the depths of time itself,  

and give you thanks that their story can now be told.  

We give you thanks for the stewardship of the ancient peoples of this land and its islands.  

Help us to take their example of stewardship and being ‘of the land’ and live into that example  

for the good of the land and the glory of the creator. 

God of grace, Hear our prayer. 

 

We thank you for this nation Australia.  

We thank you that it is made up of so many different peoples and praise you for the gifts they all bring.  

Help us to live in peace and harmony with one another.  

Help us to know the stories of the past so that we can live into a future guided by you, Lord God.  

God of grace, Hear our prayer. 

 

Help us to acknowledge the old scars, and to see and feel the new hurts.  

Bring to the hearts and minds of all people in this land that spirit of recognition and respect.  

Lord of all peace, guide our prayers so that we may seek what only you can bring.  

God of grace, Hear our prayer. 

 

We are sorry, Great Creator, that we have harmed this land and treated it badly.  

Help us to free up this land to bear the natural fruits that only it can bring.  

Help us to see the land and oceans as essential parts of the lives of all of us.  

Help us to preserve all these so that our children can enjoy a future in your intended beauty of creation.  

God of grace, Hear our prayer. 

 

Great Healer of all things, we give you thanks for all that you have restored to us  

and for all the people you have healed.  

We pray now for those who are still living in pain, anguish and distress - ease the pain of those who 

carry it. Help them to sort out those things that stir up the anguish. We pray especially for those who are 

disconnected from their traditional lands. 

We bring before you the names of those known to us who are suffering in body, mind, or spirit, 

as we place this book on your altar; we ask that they might know your healing presence. 

place book on altar 

God of grace, Hear our prayer. 

 

Help us to know the spirit of all who have gone before us in your name.  

May we see what it is they have handed on to us and help us to accept the responsibility.  

We give you thanks for the lives and loves of all the saints who have joined you in glory.  

May we, with them, look always to the hope of the resurrection to come.  

God of grace, Hear our prayer. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

Confession & Absolution 

The Holy Communion 
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Prayer after communion: 

Let us pray in the words of Aboriginal Christian Leader, Brooke Prentis: 

 

May our footsteps, on these ancient lands,  

remind us of creation and connectedness in our search for truth. 

May the gumtree, from its roots to its branches  

remind us to dig deep and reach high, in our action for justice. 

May the eagle, who soars in the sky,  

remind us of the power in your call for love. 

May the expanse of the lands and seas, of the sky and stars,  

remind us of God’s timing in our faith and hope. 

May the holy three: Creator Spirit, Lord God, Papa Jesus,  

remind us of community. 

And may we go in truth, justice, love and hope, 

with grace, mercy, and peace. 

 

THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 

 

God bless you, as you depart this place: 

with a generous spirit, a kind heart, 

and the grace to walk alongside our First Peoples, 

as sisters and brothers in Christ, 

and the blessing of God Almighty, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, 

be amongst you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 
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